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1582      Close of formal debates on religions abortive embassy for

Europe.

1591-2 Second Jesuit Mission.
1 600     Rebellion of Prince Salim.

Queen Elizabeth's charter to E. I. Co.
1 60 1      Prince Salim assumes royal title.
1 605      Death of Akbar.

THE SPIRIT OF THE MOGULS

I. EARLY EUROPEAN COMMENTS
(a) On the Shalimar Garden

The most beautiful of all these gardens is one belonging to the
king, called Chah-limar. The entrance from the lake is through
a spacious canal bordered with green turf, and running between two
rows of poplars. Its length is about five hundred paces, and it leads
to a large summer-house placed in the middle of the garden. A
second canal, still finer than the first, then conducts you to another
summer-house, at the end of the garden. This canal is paved with
large blocks of freestone, and its sloping sides are covered with the
same. In the middle is a long row of fountains formed into a variety
of shapes and figures.

The summer-houses are placed in the midst of the canal, conse-
quently surrounded by water, and between the two rows of large
poplars, planted on either side. They are built in the form of a dome,
and encircled by a gallery, into which four doors open; two looking
up, or down, the canal, and two leading to bridges that connect the
buildings with both banks. The houses consist of a large room in
the centre, and of four smaller apartments, one in each corner. The
whole of the interior is painted and gilt, and on the walls of the
chambers are inscribed certain sentences, written in large and beauti-
ful Persian characters. The four doors are extremely valuable,
being composed of large stones, and supported by two beautiful
pillars. The doors and pillars were found in some of the idol temples
demolished by Shah-Jahan, and it is impossible to estimate their
value. I cannot describe the nature of the stone, but it is far superior
to porphyry.                                              SlR THOMAS

(b) On Mogul obstinacy

I found it impossible to convince them that the Christian faith
was designed for the whole world, and that theirs was mere fable
and gross superstition. Their answer was amusing enough. *We